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% REMEMBER, O my Friends! the laws, the rights, 


The generous plan of power delivered down 

From age to age, by your renowned forefathers ; 

So dearly bought, the price of ſo mueh blood l 

O let it never periſh in your hands ! 

But piouſly tranſmit it to-your children. 

Do thou, great Liberty, inſpire our ſouls, 

And make our lives in thy poſſeſſion happy: 
Or our deaths glorious in thy juſt defence l 

ADDISON. 


* 


——< Ht who contends for freedom 


* 


Can neꝰ er be juſtly deem'd his Country's foe : 
No, ?tis the wretch that tempts him to ſubvert it, — 
The ſoothing ſlave, the traitor in the boſom, 
Who belt deſerves that name: be is a worm 
That eatg out all the happineſs of nations.“ 
T RQMPSOX. 
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PUBLIC FAS. 
— 
1 | a KINGS, xix. 14. | 


c 14ND HESEKIAH RECEIVED THE LETTER BY THE HAND 
of THE MESSENGERS, AND READ IT 3 AND HEZEKIAH 
WENT UP TO THE HOUSE OF THE LORD AND 
SPREAD IT BEFORE THE LORD,” 


THe reading ofstheſe words muſt at once 
refer you to the pious conduct of our excel- 
lent pkESIDENT, whoſe proclamation aſſigns 
the ſolemn exerciſes of this day. Devoutly 
impreſſed with this truth, that ** the ſafety 
and proſperity of nations ultimately and 
eſſentially depend. on the protection and bleſs. - 
ing of Almighty cop ;”—afſured that the 
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national acknowledgment of this truth is 
not only a duty which the people owe to 


him, but a duty whoſe natural influence is 


favorable to the promotion of that morality 
and piety; without which, ſocial happineſs 
cannot ſubſiſt, nor the bleſſings of a free 
government be enjoyed ; and that this duty, 
at all times incumbent, fs ſo eſpecially in 
ſeaſons of difficulty or of danger, when exiſt- 
ing or threatening calamities, the juſt judg- 
ments of 60D againſt prevalent iniquity, are 
a loud call to repentance and reformation''— 

he recommends. to us, under the preſent 
critical and alarming ſituation of the United 
States, humbly and earneſtly to implore the 
Divine mercy and benediction, council and 
aſſiſtance. Every pious heart will accord 
with his propoſal ;' every true lover of his 
country will engage in its fulfilment. For 
this, my fellow Chriſtians and citizens we 
now aſſemble in the houſe of 6op—for this 
we have juſt united in zealous and humble 
application to the throne of grace ; and to 
ſtrengthen theſe religious and patriotic ſenti- 
ments is my deſign in the few remarks I pro- 


' pofe to make on the paſſage of ſcripture Juſt 


read to you. 


9 
I $nazzL firſt briefly marrate the ide 


with which it is connected ;* and then make 


thoſe honeſt reflectiĩons which the ſubject and 
the occaſion ſuggeſt. I ſhall make them 
with freedom, for I am an AMERICAN ; 
with fincerity, for I am a CarisTIAaN. I 
have no intereſt to ſerve, and no party to ad+ 
yocate, but that of my country and 2 


religion. 


I. Tur perſon, whoſe pious e 
tracts our obſervation in the paſſage ſelected 
for our text, was Hezekiah king of Judah. 


He began the adminiſtration of his govern» 


ment by the moſt commendable zeal for the 
true religion. Truly religious and devout, he 
was not fatisfied with the mere reformation 
of prevailing corruptions, the abolition of 


idolatry, and the regulation of the ceremoni- 


als of public worſhjp ; but he enjoined the 
entire ſubmiſſion of the affections and con- 
duct to that Supreme Being who is the 


moral governor of the uniyerſe, and under 


. whoſe favorable providence alone, nations 
and individuals are profperous and happy. 
He appointed a public celebration of the 
paſſover. This ſolemn anniverſary feaſt was 


* See 2 Kings xviii, and xix chapters: 2 Chron, xxix, xxx, 


xxxi and xxxii; and Iſaiah xxxvi and xxXxvii. 
B 
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kept in grateful acknowledgment of their 
recovered freedom from the bondage of 
Egypt. It was calculated to cheriſh a per- 
petual ſenſe of their obligations to their 
divine deliverer, and to excite a perpetual 
deteſtation of ſlavery. For ſeveral years its 
obſervance had been neglected. Hezekiah 
iſſued a proclamation recommending its re- 
newal; and ſolicited the concurrence of all 
the tribes. Though infidelity was prevalent 
in the land, and ſome even ridiculed the pro- 
clamation,* yet there was ſtill a great major- 
ity who obeyed the ſummons, and aſliſted 
at the ſolemnity. Their religious ſervices 
were accepted ; their humiliation and re- 
pentance met the divine mercy. ** The 
prieſts and the Levites aroſe and bleſſed the 
people : and their voice was heard, and 
their prayer came up to his holy dwelling 
place, even unto heaven. 1 Hezekiah pro- 
ceeded to renew the ſervice of the temple, 
according to the original inſtitution ; and to 
provide for the honorable maintenance of 
the prieſthood ; both of which have an im- 
mediate reference to national virtue, reſpect- 
ability, and happineſs. Judah was once 


2 Chron, xxx. 10. 


+ 2 Chron, xxx. 26, 


11 


more in an honorable and proſperous condi- 
tion. Recovering and cheriſhing the ſenſe 
of their national freedom, and ſpurning the 
influence of any foreign domination, the peo- 
ple began to cheriſh a ſentiment of liberty, 
and to enjoy advantages of proſperity and 

peace which they had not experienced for 
many years. ** So there was great joy in Je- 
ruſalem ; for ſince the time of Solomon the 
ſon of David king of Iſrael, there was not 


the like in Jeruſalem.””* 


HezEKIAn ſeemed fully ſenſible that 
RELIGION ii the glory of RULERS, and 
the ſtrengtb of their GOVERNMENT. His 


zeal and piety furniſh a leſſon to A L L magi/- 


trates, that their firſt care ſhould be to 
ſtem the torrent of profaneneſs and impiety, 
and to propogate true religion, to which 


they ought to contribute both by authority 


and example. This will be a certain way 
to ſecure the bleſſing of Gop both to their 
felves and the people. | 


** Txvs did Hezekiah throughout all Ju- 
dah, and wrought that which was good and 
right and truth before the Lord, And in 
every work that he began, (for religion and 


* 2 Chron, XxX. 27. 


ö 


2 
fat the ſtate) he did it _ all his heart and 
proſpered. 2 


Sven was the king whom Sennacherib 

poſed to diſpoſſeſs. Elated with the ſuc- 
ceſs of his arms againſt Samaria and other 
kingdoms, vain of his power and aiming at 
univerſal conqueſt, he thought with the ſame 
eaſe to ſubdue the tribes of Iſrael and their 
GOD, as he had other countries and their 
idols. 


UnJvsr rulers Yeoh ſeek for ſome ſpe- 
eious pretext to colour their proceedings. 
Sennacherib took for hi, the negleR of Hez- 
ekiah to pay the tribute which had been ex- 
acted of Ahaz his predeceſſor. F} This con- 
duct was reproached as a violation of a pub- 
lic and juſt treaty ;} but that it was juſtifi- 
able, is evident. Hezekiah, who had fo 
diſtinguiſhed his ſelf by a regard to morality 
and religion, would not diſhonor that char- 
acter by a flagrant act of injuſtice. He 
would fear, too, the diſaffection of his peo- 


| * 2 Chron. xxxi. 20, 21. Compare 8 Kings, xviii. 38, 


7 2 Kings, xvili, . 


} ——* Sennacherib—Jut reprochoit d'avoir viole une Traits 
pub lic et legitime.“ 
SAuRiN, diſc. hiſtor. xiii, vol. 6. 


IJ 


ple, the reproaches of the prophets, and the the 
chaſtiſements of Heaven. It does not appear 
that Ifaiah condemns this procedure; and 
facred hiſtory mentions it, immediately after, 
as a trait of his patriotiſm and piety. And, 
as the original exaction was by compul ſion, 
and the preſent demand unreaſonable, we 
infer the fairneſs of hir conduct in refuſing 
ſubmiſſion, and the injuſtice of 3 


in threatening an invaſion.- 


. Pour decider cette queſtion d'une maniere preciſe, il 
Faudroit ſavoir au juſte comment Achaz ſ*&toit engagt a Tiglah- 
Pilezer ; (il n'avoit pas abuſt des circonſtances facheuſes oh 
Achaz fe trouvoit alors pour lui impoſer un tribut exorbitant; 
et fil avoit obſerve toutes les conditions requiſes dans le traits ? 
Mais il ſethble qu'il y avoit ef de la violence de la part du roi 
d'Aflyrie, et qu'il avoit ſoumis Achaz et ſon Royaume à un 
joug rude parce qu'il voioit qu'on avoit beſoin de ſon ſecours. 
Car, euſin, le ſervice qu'il reudit & Athuz n' &toit pas aſſez con- 
fiderable pour vouloir Pengager à etre fon vaſfal a perperuits.” 

SAURIN, diſc. hiſloriques, xiii. vol. 6, 


[TRANSLATED] 

| Preciſely to decide this queſtion, one ſhould know juſtly upon 
what principles Achaz had made the engagement with Tiglah 
Pilezer ; whether he had not taken advantage of the ſtraitened 
circumſtances in which he found the Iſraelites, with a deſign af- 
terwards to render them tributary ; and whether. he had obſerv- 
ed all the conditions of the treaty ? But it ſeems that there had 
been ſome inſtances of violence on the part of the king of AL 
ria, and that he had brought. the Iſraelites under a ſevere yoke 
becauſe he ſaw they had need of his ſuccours, Yet, really, the 
ſervice which he had rendered them was not ſo conſiderable as to 
make it their duty to become his perpetual vaſſals, 


(It will be remembered that this treaty was made in conſe- 
quence of the affiſtance afforded Ahaz againſt the Syrians by 
whom he was invaded. Tiglah Pilezer ſent him forces, aud 
enabled him to ſubdue them.) 2 Kings, xvi. 7—10, 


* 


# 


- 


AN 
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HezExraAH, fearing the worſt, put his ſelf 
in a poſture of defence. He made all pru- 
dent preparations for the ſecurity of the na- 
tion. He fortified Jeruſalem ; laid in a 
great ſtore of arms and proviſions for the 
ſiege '; *©* Cauſed all the people to be en- 
rolled and marſhalled for the war that were 
fit and able for it, placing over them captains 
of experience to inſtruct them in all military 
exerciſes, and to conduct and lead them forth 
againſt the enemy whenever there ſhould be 
occaſion for it ;*** and he took care alſo to 
cut off, as much as poſſible, all ſupply of 
water from the enemy. But ſtill, wiſhing 
to eſcape the horrors of an open and diſad- 
vantageous war, and ſolicitous to preſerve 


the proſperity to which the nation had ad- 
vanced, he ſent envoys to propoſe terms of 


accommodation with the Aſſy rians; to re- 
move, if poſſible, all miſunderſtanding ; 
to ſettle all exiſting difficulties ; and to reſ- 
tore harmony and peace. SennacheriÞ're- 
quired of them, as the conditions of preſent 
negociation, the ſum of three hundred talents 
of ſilver and thirty talents of gold 3 amount- 
ing to about one million five hundred and 


„ Shuckford, vol. x, p. 22, and 2 Chron. xxxii. 6, 7. 


2 Kings, xviii. 14, 31. Compare Iſa. xxxvi. 16. 


19 
fixty dollars, of our money: * and a pro- 
miſe of farther tributary aid as he ſhould 
need or require. Hezekiah conceded - to 
the unreaſonable requiſition : but, to pay 
the enormous ſum demanded, he was obliged 
to exhauſt his treaſuries, to take away the 
gold and filver veſſels of the temple, and even 
to ſtrip that ſacred houſe of the very orna- 
ments which his own piety had conſecrated. 
We may preſume that he took this meaſure 
inconſiderately and unadviſedly ; and not 


preſumptuouſly as Ahaz had done before 


him :+ but certainly it was a very wrong one, 
for the captain of the Lord's inheritance” 
to have recourſe to ;} nor did it go long un- 
chaſtiſed. The reſpite he had ſo dearly 
bought laſted but a little time: For the 
treacherous Aſſyrian, having received the 
money, the loſs of which, he ſaw, diſquali- 
fied Hezekiah for war, in total diſregard of 
the compact they had juſt made, and in di- 
rect violation of the law of nature and nations, 
(after an unſucceſsful deſcent upon Egypt,) 
ſent three of his principal officer Tartan, 


* Brerewood de ponder. et pret. vet, num. c. gj. 
+ 2 Chron, xviii. 21. 


| | Crotius, in loc, 
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Rabſaris and Rabſhakeh,* from Lachiſli to 
demand-of him the immediate ſurrender of 
his capital. Hezekiah appointed three ſpe- 
cial ambaſfadors, (Eliakim, Shebna, and 
Joah+) to hold a conference with them with+ 
out the city. Rabſhakeh, more expert in 
haranguing than his con-deputies, made a 


ſpaech, inſulting and reviling the govern - 


ment and religion of Judea, and bloated with 
the pride, falſe politics and impiety of his 


own nation. T 


: As he ſpoke. very loud, and in the Hebrew 
tongue, the commiſſioners (apprehending 


* Theſe are not the proper pames of men, but denote their 
employments and offices. Tartan, fignifies the preſident of the 
council ; \Rabfarss, the obief eunuch; and Rabſhakeh, the prig- 
cipal cup bearer, or chamberlain. 
SET ro 1 See CaLneT's dictionary. 


+ Fliakim, was high ſteward; Shebna, ſecretary of ſtate; 
and Foah, maſter of requeſts, _. See VATABLUS. , 


+ Rab-ſake, plus expert a haranguer que ſes con-deputez, et 
plus habile 4-parler la langue des Hebreux, fit un difcours a 
haute voix, ou Von appercevait des traits de 'orgueil, de la fauſe 
politique, et de Pimpiets de fon monarque Sennacherib.” 


Ixnou, PRocoeius, VITRINGA, and others, have produced 
reaſons to prove that this chiet ſpokeſman had been formerly 
a Jewiſh Prieſt ; but had apoſtatized from his religion in order 
to get a place in the admipiſtration under the Aſſyrian anti- 
theocracy. * 


From the fluency with which he ſpoke Hebrew it is at leaſt 
apparent that he had travelled iuto Judea, 


2 
that the people, who: had colle@ed; on the 


wall to obſerve what paſſed, might hear and 


be intimidated by the diſcourſe) demanded 
that he would ſpeak in the Syrian language 
which they underſtood: very well.“ and not 
in the Jew's language, which the people 
would overhear. But to influence and in- 
timidate the common people; and to impair 
their confidence in their rulers, appeared; ja 


be his object; and he replied more vehes 


mently and loudly : % Hath my maſter ſent 
me to thy maſter and to thee to ſpeak theſe 
words ? hath he not ſent me to the men 
that ſit on the wall ? that is, our buſineſs 
is with the people, and not with the govern- 
_ Upon which he expreſſly addreſſed 

the people; endeavoured to excite in them 
2 diſlike to the perſon, and a diſtruſt in the 
adminiſtration of their chief magiſtrate, tell- 
ing ther that he had deceived them, f that 
the hope he encburaged of divine help would 
avail them nothing; that, inſtead of heark- 
ening to him, they had better diſcard him ; 


„ The Syrian language was then, fays Dr. Gill, ſon IGaiah 
xxxvi. 11,] common in all courts as the French is now; and 
was learned for the ſake of negociation or commerce.“ 

t Iſai. xxxvi. 14. 
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ads (repeating unde for more mo- 
ney ) adviſes — — com- 
mon cauſe, encouraged by the promiſe of en- 
Joying greater liberty and proſperity : though 
{as Dr. Gill ſhrewdly. remarks) he does not 
tell them how long they ſhould enjoy them.” 
Nay te even betrays the intended purpoſes 
of this Propoſed alliance. Ve ſhall eat 
every one offhis own vine and every one f 


his own fig tree, and drink euern one the 


waters of his own ciſtern.“ Happy liberty 
and equality 1 but mark what follows un- 
til I come and take you to a land like your 
on. 80 they muſt be expatriated, and 
their on bountry, perhaps, divided or ſold 
amongſt their eonquerors ! Laſtly he pro- 
poſes to them to make an agreement with 
— DDr concludes by bidding 

ware left Hezekiah ſhould perſuade 
— to truſt in the Lord, to ſtand up in 
their own defence, or not to liſten to bis 78. 
al | | | 


* 
| ' 71 172 'S & 
6 5 


0 Cives, Cives, quarends pecunia primum eſt ! 
Federa, leges, libertas, virtus, poſt nummos,” 


+ Iſai. xxxvi. 16. A moſt inſolent and unrighteom demand 
this, (ſays Dr. Gill) when he had already received three hundred 
talents of ſilver and thirty of gold to withdraw his army.“ 


70 


— 
As Rabthakeh was a very eloquent man, 
the envoys of Hezekiah had great rea ſon to 


dread the effect pf his plauſible arguments 


on the people of Judah, eſpecially as they 
had on ſeveral occaſions ſhewn but too little 
confidence in their own leaders or reſpect for 
their own government, and had been repeat- 
edly feduced by foreign influence and en- 
flaved by foreign power. But the good 
conduct of their excellent ſovereign, in whoſe 
wiſdom and prudence they fully confided, 
and the revived influence of religious prinei- 
ples, had produced ſuch happy effects upon 
their minds, that they liſtened to theſe vain 
boaſtings with filent indignation. - Sa far 
from diſaffecting them with the government 
under which they were happily placed, or 
creating the leaſt diſunion, they ſerved rathex 
to increaſe their love to their country, theis 
ruler, and their religion. 


Tur Jewiſh envoys following to inſtwe⸗ 
tions of the embaſſy* made no rejoinder to 
the remonſtrance of the Aſſyrians but re- 
turned to Hezekiah to acquaint him with 
the diſappointment of their miſſion. He 
ſent to the prophet Iſaiah to aſk that coun- 
ſel of the Lord which ſo critical and alarm 


Iſai. xxxvi. 21. 


20 
ing a acture demanded z and received in 
return that encouragement which his attach- 
ment to religion and the ae of his coun- 
try merited. | 40 


5 In the mean while Sennacherib raiſed = 
ſeige of Lachiſh and inveſted Libnah. Here 
it was that he received intelligence that his 
country was invaded by a new and formida- / 
ble foe ; Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia: t 
attack whom, he quitted his project againſt 
Hezekiah : but : firſt ſent him a letter in 
which his threats and invectives were re- 
peated againſt the nation and the religion of 
the Jews. Menaces, by the way, of which 
his own death, by the hands of his ſons, and 
a conſequent revolution in the government, 
prevented the execution. 
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HrZEZTEKIAR, having read the letter, went 
into the temple; and, ſpreading it before the 
Lord, prayed for his counſel, aſſiſtance and 
ſupport ; and humbly and devoutly referred 
the cauſe to him. This behavior was very 
befitting the occaſion, and diſplays his piety 
in a moſt pleaſing point of view. His prayer 
was perfectly agreeable to the divine will: 
and Iſaiah was commiſſioned to comfort bim 
immediately with an aſſurance of the Lord's 


approbation and protection. 
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| _ 
FTuIs, my hearers, is the ſimple narrative 
of facts which ſtand connected with our 
text. It is a mirror in which we behold our 
own country, its preſent circumſtances, and 
foreign relations. Throughout we ſee the 
manly firmneſs, the patriotiſm, and the piety 
of Hezekiah. The ſequel ſhews the won- 
derful interpoſition of the vir in defence 
of his injured people and character againſt 
thoſe who diſregarded them. And the whole 
ſerves to recommend to us an imitation of 
the example of the good king of Judah re- 
corded in our text: that of looking to G6oD - 
in every emergency which threatens our na- 
tional peace, or endangers directly or indi- 
rectly our civil or religious privileges. 


We acknowledge that as 60D is the crea- 
tor, ſo he is the governor of the world ; that 
his Providence extends to all things and per- 
ſons in it ; and that all events are under his 
direction and ſubject to his control. Hence 
the propriety of ſeeking to him, on this crit- 
ical juncture of our public affairs, for ** that 
wiſdom which is profitable to direct“ our 
councils, and f6r that aſſiſtance which is 
effectual to ſecure our peace. 8 


Every thing, cached wears an unprom- 
iſing, but, I truſt in 60D, not a deſperate 
aſpect. If we are but united and firm, wiſe 
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and virtuous, we may ſtill be invincible and 
ſecure, free and happy. Fortunately inde - 
pendent on every nation on earth, it becomes 
to be wholly ſuperior to foreign predilection 
and influence. Laying aſide all party ſpirit, 
perfonal animoſities, and groundlefs jealouſ- 
ies, we ought to yield to the conciliating in- 
fluences of a generous confidence in our gov- 
ernment ; and ſeriouſly confider the import- 
ant ſubje& of our common welfare. Warm- 
I attached to our own country, let its in- 


tereſts, its glory, its proſperity and its peace, 
be the objects of our prime concern; and to 


advance and perpetuate them, the exertion of 


our beſt endeavours. In its fate is involved 


that of every citizen. We muſt ſtand or 


fall with the conſtitution. 
iSH a1. the duration of our liberty bemeaſ- 


ured by the lives of thoſe who procured it ? 
" & ſhall they even furvive it? Twenty two. 


years have not yet elapſed ſince we claimed 
INDEPENDENCE, and now we fee its ſpirit 
declining. Alas t j muſt the heroes, the pat- 
riots, who purchaſed the boon with the ex- 
penſe of their fortune and at the hazard of 
their lives, fee us negligent of the prize; on 
weakly ſurrender the privilege! No. Let 
us pledge ourſelves as true AMERICANS to 
cherith and maintain, next to our religion, 
the genuine ſpirit of republican freedom. 
w 
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Noching ſhall weaken our concern for the | 
public weal. We will never give up our 
invaluable; rights and privileges. We will 
never betray a timidity, a meaneſs, ar a hu- 
miliation unworthy the character of a brave, 
a ſpirited, and a free people. On the preſent 
alarming criſis, which calls for the entur 
 .cmanimity of all ranks and orders of the peo- 
ple to give weight, ſtrength, and efficiency to 
our government, we will diſcover our full 
confidence in the wiſdom and integrity of 
our rulers, our warm and -unequivocal ap- 
probation of the wiſe and temperate ſyſtem 
which they have hitherto purſued with re- 
gard to farcign nations, and our readineſs to 
concur and co-operate with every meaſure 
they may find it neceſſary to adopt for pre- 
ſerving the consTITUTION, FREEDOM, and 
INDEPENDENCE of tbe UNITED STATES. 


8 rox for the memory of our pi- 
dus anceſtors, gratitude for the ſtruggles of 
our brave ſoldiers in the late ſucceſsful con- 
_ teft for liberty, our duty to poſterity, zeal 
for the public good, the great principles of 
Telf preſervation, all Juſtify decent and pru- 
dent meaſures for ſeeurity and ſelf defence: 
and all forbid us to become tributaries or de- 
pendants on any foreign power. If nothing 
but proſtration of our national character, or 
reljnquiſhment of our national independence, 
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will ſuffice ;—if theſe be the terms of n negoti- 
ation or the price of peace; and if our re- 

luctance or denial be reſented by a declara- 
tion of war, our laſt reſource muſt be with a 
ſolemn appeal to Goo for the juſtice of our 
cauſe to vindicate the honor of our country 
and Religion, at every hazard; confidently 
truſting | in Heaven for aſſiſtance and n. 


L us firſt devoutly intreat the Almighty 


Being who was the Go of our fathers, and 
has been ſignally aur deliverer and friend, 


Mill eminently to bleſs us in the continued 
enjoyment of our civil and religious privi- 
leges, our national proſperity and peace: and 
to give the much deſired iſſue, the moſt hap- 


py ſucceſs to the conciliatory and pacific 1 


meaſures propoſed by our government in the 
preſent negociation in Europe. a 


Anv oh may he look down in mercy on 
his frail and degenerate creature man ! pu 
an end to thoſe deluſions which diſhonor 4s 
character and debaſe ovr's ; ſubdue that ſpirit 
of pride and contention which lays waſte his 
works and diſtreſſes his children ; and ſpeed- 

ily extend the bleſſings of PEACE, FREE- 
DOM, and PURE RELIGION, to all the na- 

tions of the earth | And let all the peaple 


fay, Amen... 8 JA. 68 


